MAY 4TH, 2020

This edition is dedicated to Deloris Dockery a tireless champion of women living with HIV.
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HOW ARE NETWORKS OF WOMEN

WHAT WE ARE READING NOW = | |v|NG WITH HIV RESPONDING?

How to balance work, life and
family by Lillian Mworeko

Networks of women living with HIV have been securing resources,
documenting rights violations and mobilizing to support women,
including those from key populations can access medicines, food,
and other essential supplies.

Sex, parenting and living with HIV:
Life in Lockdown by Jessica
Whitbread e Eurasian Women’s Network on AIDS, have developed a global

program to deliver ARVs to women living with HIV, who are
stranded away from home in other countries.

CEDAW guidance note: practical
guidelines for States on mitigating

COVID-19 impact on women & girls. « ICW Eastern Africa are advocating for sexual and reproductive

) health and rights to be considered as essential services in the
WHO: COVID-19 and violence context of COVID-19. They successfully lobbied the government
against women - What the health in Uganda to exempt pregnant women from the lockdown so
sector/system can do. they can travel to health facilities.

ICW North America members are delivering street-based
survival sex work kits in Canada.

PEER SUPPORT GOES VIRTUAL

Feeling isolated or just want to talk
- join ICW’s virtual support group
or set up your own virtual support

ICW Asia Pacific is coordinating with different stakeholders to
deliver ARVs to migrant workers and advocating with
governments to secure access to treatment before stockouts.

group!
e In Nigeria, ICW West Africa members are serving as community
CONTACT: info@icwnorthamerica.org pharmacists to provide ARVs.
-~ e ICW Costa Rica, NFWLHA Nepal, ICW Mexico, VNW+ Vietnam,
SURVEY NOW IN 5 = Positive Women Ukraine, ICW Zimbabwe, Association
LANGUAGES! “ Tunisienne de Prevention Positive, are delivering food

. packages and provisions to the most vulnerable women
Fill out the GNP+, ICW, and Y+ Global including sex workers and women in conflict regions.
survey this week to share how you are
adapting to Life in the time of COVID-19. e Positive Women's Network, USA, is holding a virtual Friday

night Crafting Club - such as making flowers from random

objects you already have in your house!

Visit our COVID-19 webpage to find

the survey, past editions of the e In Africa, adolescent girls and young women are using the
' ATHENA Network #WhatWomenWant and #WhatGirlsWant

platforms to share experiences and advocate for human rights.

newsletter and other resources.


https://icwnorthamerica.org/2020/04/29/icw-gnp-and-pwn-usa-mourn-the-loss-of-deloris-dockrey/
https://eecaplatform.org/en/partner_assoc/ewna/
http://www.icwea.org/
https://icwnorthamerica.org/
https://twitter.com/icwasiapacific
https://www.icwwestafrica.org/
http://icwlatina.org/
http://www.nfwlha.org.np/
http://icwlatina.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mangluoiphunu/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARCIo3mUKm58TNCFvDpXCNggmXHP1VA953-3n5Ji8ogVhcx80HKcjPb9R17MERMjFqLJss6BtN7OAHkA
https://www.facebook.com/PositiveWomenUkraine/
https://twitter.com/icwzimbabwe
https://www.ccmtunisie.org.tn/directory/fiches/association-tunisienne-de-prevention-positive-atp
https://www.ccmtunisie.org.tn/directory/fiches/association-tunisienne-de-prevention-positive-atphttps:/www.ccmtunisie.org.tn/directory/fiches/association-tunisienne-de-prevention-positive-atp
https://www.ccmtunisie.org.tn/directory/fiches/association-tunisienne-de-prevention-positive-atphttps:/www.ccmtunisie.org.tn/directory/fiches/association-tunisienne-de-prevention-positive-atp
https://www.pwn-usa.org/
https://athenanetwork.org/
https://lmworeko.wordpress.com/2020/04/08/how-to-balance-work-life-and-family-in-the-era-of-covid19/
https://youtu.be/-ap1XXyRol0
https://www.iasociety.org/Membership/IASONEVOICE/Stories/Sex-parenting-and-living-with-HIV-Life-in-lockdown?utm_source=IAS&utm_campaign=78d0775f01-covid-19-hiv-webinar-second-series-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_58c4aa5b50-78d0775f01-104006913&fbclid=IwAR3bhxTwFEccHtL8iryG3jND4LGKrzj1zWBZt6_Tz9OvpyaaPmRrKDZ4hV8
https://www.iasociety.org/Membership/IASONEVOICE/Stories/Sex-parenting-and-living-with-HIV-Life-in-lockdown?utm_source=IAS&utm_campaign=78d0775f01-covid-19-hiv-webinar-second-series-2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_58c4aa5b50-78d0775f01-104006913&fbclid=IwAR3bhxTwFEccHtL8iryG3jND4LGKrzj1zWBZt6_Tz9OvpyaaPmRrKDZ4hV8
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/Statements/CEDAW_Guidance_note_COVID-19.docx
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/emergencies/COVID-19-VAW-full-text.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/Statements/CEDAW_Guidance_note_COVID-19.docx
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/emergencies/COVID-19-VAW-full-text.pdf
https://lmworeko.wordpress.com/2020/04/08/how-to-balance-work-life-and-family-in-the-era-of-covid19/
https://lmworeko.wordpress.com/2020/04/08/how-to-balance-work-life-and-family-in-the-era-of-covid19/
https://survey.sogosurvey.com/survey.aspx?k=SsQUTUTTsRTsPsPsP&lang=0&data=
https://www.gnpplus.net/covid-19-and-hiv/

WOMEN LIVING WITH HIV BEARING THE

SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND
RIGHTS UNDER THREAT

In the US, there are attempts to ban or eliminate access to
abortion in the name of the COVID-19 epidemic. In Uganda,
women are dying in labour as they walk to, or fear to go to
health facilities. In many countries, women and girls are
unable to get contraceptives or sanitary products due to
travel restrictions in lockdown. In Nepal, women living
with HIV are not able to access PMTCT services.

DIFFICULTIES IN ACCESSING TREATMENT

Women are also reporting forced disclosure of HIV status
where they must carry a letter or passes to travel to collect
their ARVs, and in some cases they have to share this with
police or security personnel in countries like Esawtini,
South Africa and Tunisia.

BRUNT OF THE PANDEMIC

FOOD INSECURITY AND
LOSS OF LIVELIHOOD

From Rwanda to Indonesia,
women living with HIV often
work in informal sectors so a
lockdown has meant a complete
loss of livelihoods. Across the
world, women living with HIV are
saying they fear hunger more
than COVID-19.

Sex workers, who are
criminalised in most countries,
have lost their livelihoods. In
some countries they are also
denied social protection and
relief packages.

IN FOCUS: VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN KILLS JUST LIKE THE EPIDEMIC'

The lockdown due to COVID-19 has
led to increased rates of intimate
partner violence all over the world -
from Botswana to the United States.

In Africa, adolescent girls and young
women living with HIV are facing
more violence during lockdown and
are unable to leave as they are not
financially independent. In Trinidad
& Tobago, networks of women living
with HIV are concerned with
emerging numbers that show a rise in
domestic violence cases from only
232 in 2019 to more than 558 in 2020
so far.

Networks of women living with HIV
are leading public education
campaigns to reduce violence against
women and ensure that women
experiencing violence during
lockdown know where to get help
and resources.
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As we are in hard times to prevent
the spread of COVID-19 in the entire
world as an Advocate in ICW Rwanda
Chapter am encouraging everyone to
follow the instructions given by our
authorities because the virus has no
vacecine and no medicine.

*Wash your hands properly

*No hand Shake

*Avoid areas with huge number
*Avoid unnecessary walks outside.

Let all of us stop Attracting and
Spreading the virus by Staying home.

And by staying home let also stop
Gender Based Viclence and any other
Human violence.

#Stayhomeandhelpsavelives.

Ariane Nadage Uwamahoro
ICW Rwanda Chapter Advocate.

NETWORKS IN RWANDA, MEXICO AND TUNISIA ARE SPEAKING OUT!

WE SALUTE OUR SISTERS - LIKE HEALTH CARE WORKERS, YOU ARE ALSO ON THE FRONTLINE.
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